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WEEKLY RAl L RECAP
For the week endi ng SAT, March 16, 2002
By Dave Mears

(NOTE: The expression "ffd" at the end of a news itemneans "for further
details" and usually represents what | believe to be the nost hel pful news
resource if a reader wants nore information on a particular item)

THE WEEK' S TGP NEWS (i n chronol ogi cal order):

(MXN) The U S. Federal Railroad Administration i ssued new gui delines for

| oconotive renote control. The guidelines detail railroad responsibilities
related to training, skills performance testing and prohibited conduct. The
gui delines may be found under Title 49, Code of Federal Regul ations, Part
240. (ffd: USDOI, BofLE)

(MN) Canadian National filed a bid to operate the freight services of
Ontario Northland Railway. CNs bid will be reviewed by consultants fromthe
KPM5 accounting firm who will then forward recommendati ons to Canada' s

Nort hern Devel opnent and M nes Conmission for their selection of a preferred
freight services operator. (ffd: North Bay Nugget)

(MXN) A New York State appeals court ruled that any further New York Gty
subway token booth cl osi ngs must be preceded by hearings in the affected

nei ghbor hoods and then a formal vote by the Metropolitan Transportation
Authority. The ruling follows a proposal by the New York Gty Transit
Authority to close 104 of the subway systemis 709 renai ni ng token boot hs and
to reduce hours at 18 others. (ffd: New York Daily News)

(WD) More than 100 representatives of the North American rail industry
gathered at the U S. Capitol in Washington, DC. for the fourth annual
"Railroad Day On the HII." The event, aimed at better acquainting federal
officials with rail public policy issues, was sponsored by the Arerican
Shortline and Regional Railroad Association, the Association of Anerican
Rai | roads and the Railway Progress Institute. (ffd: ASLRRA)

(THY U S Senator Ernest Hollings (D-SC) called on the Bush Adm nistration
for guidance on Amirak's future. Questioning U S. Deputy Transportation
Secretary M chael Jackson, Sen. Hollings said, "Wy haven't you sent us
sonething we can act on?" M. Jackson replied that the Admnistration was
aware that Amrak's financial situation was "grave" and that President Bush
woul d shortly review the situation and provi de recommendati ons to Congress.
(ffd: wire services)

(THY) The Brotherhood of Loconotive Engi neers announced that it had concl uded
what it called a "groundbreaki ng" agreement with Canadi an National's
Wsconsin Central Division. A BofLE spokesman said that the agreenent was
based on an hourly wage basis and job guarantees, and contrasted it with
standard nil eage- and rul e-based agreements long in place on dass |
railroads. (ffd: BofLE)
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(FRI') Burlington Northern Santa Fe announced that it had placed in service 50
new ai r generator-powered end-of-trai n devices. A BNSF spokesnman said that
the new ETD s, which are powered by turbines running off the train's air
brake |ine, would be used on longer runs that frequently drain
battery-powered ETD s. (ffd: BNSF Corp.)

STATS:

(THY) For the week ending March 9, U S carload rail traffic was down 6.4
percent fromthe conparabl e week | ast year, down 5.5 percent in the East and
down 7.1 percent in the Wst. This week this year versus this week |ast
year, notable traffic increases included | unber and wood products up 14.0
percent and non-grain farmproducts up 13.8 percent; notable traffic

i ncreases included coke down 31.4 percent, grain down 11.0 percent, prinary
forest products down 10.9 percent and coal down 10.8 percent. A so for the
week ending March 9, U S internodal rail traffic was down 2.1 percent,
Canadi an carload rail traffic was down 5.1 percent, Canadian internodal rail
traffic was up 8.7 percent, Mexico' s Transportaci on Ferroviara Mexicana' s
carload rail traffic was down 18.4 percent and TFMs internmodal rail traffic
was down 6.2 percent, all when ranked with the conparabl e week | ast year.

For the period January 1 through March 9, U S. carload rail traffic was down
3.0 percent, U S internodal rail traffic was down 0.3 percent, Canadian
carload rail traffic was down 5.5 percent, Canadian internodal rail traffic
was up 1.8 percent, TFMs carload rail traffic was down 8.0 percent and TFM s
internodal rail traffic was down 10.6. percent, all when ranked with the
conparabl e period last year. (ffd: AAR

ACQU SI TIONS, ABANDCNMVENTS AND ALl KE:

(MXN) The U S. Surface Transportation Board turned down a filing by Salt Lake
Gty, Ul officials to conmpel Union Pacific to abandon an earlier idle line
through the city that UP had recently reactivated and that is now used by
approximately 10 to 12 freight trains daily. The STB said that the city had
failed to denonstrate that present or future public conveni ence and necessity
woul d be served by such an abandonrent. (ffd: STB)

(FRI) CSX filed to abandon approximately 2 mles of its P&W Subdi vi sion Line
in Pittsburgh, PA (ffd: STB)

(FRI') Canadian National/Illinois Central filed to abandon approxi mately 3
mles of its Heyworth Spur Line in MlLean County, IL. (ffd: STB)

CHANG NG PECPLE AND PLACES:

(THJY) Cenesee & Wom ng appoi nted Robert G ossman EVP- Governnent and | ndustry
Affairs and Scott Ziegler, VP-Qperational Finance. M. Gossnan and M.
Ziegler are fornmerly with the Enons Transportati on G oup, which GWrecently
acquired. &Wal so appoi nted Shayne Magdoff SVP-Adninistration and Hurman
Resources. (ffd: W Corp.)

(FRI') Railroad Devel opnent Corporation appoi nted Bradl ey Knapp Vice
President. M. Knapp was nost recently General Manager of RDC s Central East
African Railway in the African nation of Malaw . (ffd: RDC Corp.)

* k* %

(A NOTE TO READERS: M apol ogies for the differing distribution dates of the
last few WR s. |'ve transferred to a new position with work hours and days
different than ny previous position, which has tenporarily inpacted the time
I had earlier slotted to conpile and edit WRR | amworking out a new
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schedul e, which shoul d see WRR di stributed Sundays or Mdndays. | thank all
of you for your patience during this tine.)

Weekly Rail Recap is edited frompublic news sources and published weekly,
usual Iy on Monday or Tuesday, to the rail and transit industries and those
interested in them Send an e-mail to dj nmservices@ol.comto receive it,
with ny conplinents.

HAVE A SAFE AND PROSPEROUS WEEK,
Dave Mears
Cherry HII, New Jersey, USA




