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A routine intermodal choice in the surface 
transportation system. 

 For shippers  

 To regularly request Marine Highway services 

 

 For services  

Our Vision for America’s 
Marine Highway 

 To flourish in all regions, 
connecting to deepwater 
carriers, domestic truck, 
and short line & regional 
rail services. 

 



 38 State DOTs influence America’s Marine Highway 

 Who works with AMH? 

• 9 = maritime/ports/waterways/marine 

• 8 = planning 

• 6 = intermodal 

• 4 = freight 

• 3 = rail & marine/railroads & harbors 

• 1 = aviation & ports 

• 1 = trade development 

• 6= unsure which department to contact 

Multi-Jurisdictional, Regional  
Approach 

OKI Regional Freight Plan, 
August 2011 



DOT/MARAD Support 

 Learning your priorities and concerns 

• MH Listening Sessions in San Francisco (September 22nd) 
& New York (September 27th)  

• MH Corridor Roundtables, including here today 

• What are your critical issues? 

 Provide guidance 

• Provide updates on the status of Marine Highway 
Initiatives  

 Feasibility Studies for the M-5, M-55 and M-95 Corridors 

• Provide lessons learned from TIGERs I & II 

• Provide lessons learned from the FY2010 Call for Projects 

• Provide technical assistance and other support as outlined 

in the Marine Highway Final Rule (April 2010) 



• Sponsor:   
• Ohio Department of Transportation 

• Supporters:  
• Illinois DOT 

• Missouri Chamber of Commerce 

• Missouri DOT 

• Cape Girardeau Area MAGNET 

M-70 Marine Highway 
Corridor 



• Attributes:  
• Contains major freight truck bottlenecks, including Kansas City, 

St. Louis, Louisville, Dayton, Cincinnati, Columbus, and 

Pittsburgh.   

• Long haul truck volumes are expected to reach 25,000 per day 

along major segments by 2035. And there is rail congestion in 

Kansas City, St Louis, and several points along the corridor in 

Ohio. 

• Can help alleviate congestion from the existing landside routes, 

reduce emissions, conserve energy, improve safety ,and reduce 

highway maintenance costs.   

• Can contribute to increased economic and commercial activity by 

removing barriers to efficient freight transportation. 

M-70 Marine Highway 
Corridor 



M-70 MH Roundtable 

 Why are we here today? 
• Help increase intermodal traffic on the Ohio River and 

reduce congestion on Interstate-70. 

• Identify impediments to service development. 

• Consider the other benefits of the M-70 MH Corridor, 

including reduced emissions, improved safety and energy 

utilization. 

• Consider developing a P3 to submit a Marine Highway 

Project application for the expected call for projects in 

2012. 

 



 What are Marine Highway Services? 

• Containerized, trailerized or passenger services on inland, 
coastal or intracoastal waterways; can be between U.S. & 
Canada on Great Lakes 

 

 Impediments: 

• Operational 
 Total transit time 

 Infrastructure 

• Market 
 Lift-on/Lift-off fees 

 Costs 

• Competition for funding and energy 
 The OKI Freight Plan 2011 has 58 recommendations. 

 Only one focuses on maritime. 

M-70 Marine Highway 
Roundtable 
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A routine intermodal choice in the surface 
transportation system. 

 For shippers  

 To regularly request Marine Highway services 

 

 For services  

Our Vision for M-70 

 To flourish, connecting to 
deepwater carriers, 
domestic truck, and short 
line & regional rail services. 

 


