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 U.S. Secretary of Transportation Ray LaHood  announced the 
appointment of 29 members to the new Marine Transportation 
System National Advisory Council (MTSNAC), established to 
advise the Department on matters relating to freight and 
marine transportation. 

 
 

      Midwest Participants: 

 Mark Barker, President, Interlake Steamship Company 

 Michelle Noble, International Trade Operations Leader for North America, Proctor 
and Gamble, Cincinnati, OH 

 Mark Locker, Maritime and Freight Mobility, ODOT, Columbus, OH 

 John Baker, President of the Great lakes District Council, International 
Longshoremen's Association, Cleveland, OH 
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  
“Shifting some of our freight from the highways to open 
inland waterways is a fuel-efficient, cost-effective way to 
move goods and reduce roadway congestion,” said 
Secretary LaHood. “The recommendations developed by 
the Marine Transportation System National Advisory 
Council will help us increase transportation efficiency, 
improve the environment and grow the economy.” 
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 DOT Secretary Ray LaHood stated that ports and 
marine highways are critical to enhancing the national 
transportation system and increased opportunities at 
the Panama Canal … 

MTSNAC 

David Matsuda, US Maritime Admin. DOT Secretary Ray LaHood 
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Marine Highways relieving highway congestion 



ACTION ITEMS:  Secretary LaHood charged the group to: 

 Identify 2-3 things to get done that will improve the maritime industry.  

 

 How can the DOT be a strong advocate for shipbuilding.  Develop best practices 
or benchmarks of companies like BOEING. 

 

 Encourage State DOT’s to identify a dedicated maritime person. 
 38 states touch marine highways, however, only 9 have a dedicated maritime employee.  

 

 Develop a national communications plan for marine highway/port infrastructure. 

 

 There is a need for a National Freight Strategy as well as the importance of a 
regular and sustainable source of revenues for ports.   
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Thank you 


